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Lesson: 05-19-2020

Objective/Learning Target: 
Having learned about Henri Matisse, students can explore 

further the art of “cut-outs” which he utilized late in life 
to create original and vibrant work of their own



Masterpiece 
Monday

Take a closer 
look at a Famous 
Artist and their 
work

Technique 
Tuesday

Practice Skills 
Known and new 
techniques

What’s Up 
Wednesday

Explore a 
technique or 
Artist happening 
somewhere in the 
world right now! 

 Thumbnail 
Thursday

Small, loose 
sketches of 
objects we find 
or design 
concepts

Figure 
Friday

Figure drawing 
challenges



Begin by 
Viewing this 
Video to learn 
more about 
Henri Matisse’s 
process and 
passion:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLgSd8ka0Gs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLgSd8ka0Gs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rLgSd8ka0Gs


Stuck at home...
I think we can all think of a time in our lives where we 
felt a bit stuck at home. 

In your time at home, have you considered focusing on the 
good things, the vibrancy of life and the hope? 

Matisse often did, even as he was stuck at home due to a 
cancer diagnosis, he would not let anything stop him from 
recreating the beauty of life in his work. 

I personally find this very inspiring because I know that it can be easy to 

complain and wish circumstances were different… 

Where do you see vibrancy in the world that you would like 
to create more of?



The process
Paint 

Cut

Pin 

Trace 

Mount

Follow this link to learn more about Matisse’s process:

https://www.moma.org/interactives/exhibitions/2014/matisse/the-cut-outs.html

https://www.moma.org/interactives/exhibitions/2014/matisse/the-cut-outs.html


Vocabulary
Cutouts- the process Matisse used of cutting shapes from 
painted papers to create arranged compositions

Installation Art- A modern movement characterized by 
immersive, larger-than-life works of art

Gouache- a method of painting using opaque pigments ground 
in water and thickened with a glue-like substance



Making Cut Outs From Home
Think about things that inspire you: people, places, 
patterns, things, activities… 

Could you capture the essence of those things in a color? A 
shape? Or a pattern? 

Sketch some ideas of what those things might look like, keep them 
simple organic and flowing. 

Maybe you are worried that you do not have access to gouache 
or any paint for that matter… what else could you use? 



Designing your own Cut Outs
What you might need:

❖ Scissors or your hands for tearing
❖ Colorful Paper 

➢ Some ideas to color your own paper: use crayons, markers, paint or 
whatever you have to color your paper OR always check your 
recyclables maybe the old cereal box has a nice color or the magazine 
has a nice full color photo, use those things! 

❖ Glue/Tape/Pins

What scale will you be creating on? Will you start small? Or 
are you thinking of covering a wall in you room with 
beautiful designs? (make sure you get permission first)



Design continued
Matisse has left us with many wonderful techniques from 
which to learn. 

❖ One of those being the technique of laying out our 
materials, arranging and rearranging the elements of the 
composition until we find a certain balance that we are 
happy with. 

❖ Practice this technique until you are happy with your 
arrangement

❖ Once you are happy with your arrangement think about how 
you will mount your design and carefully do so.

Happy collaging!



Additional Resources 
This video shows Matisse hard 
at work in his studio during 
various steps of his process 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GN0okOq8Hyc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GN0okOq8Hyc


Posters we use to 
teach you...





How to show us 
your 

creations...
We’d

 lov
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 see
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